Kansas City

RSSI's new formula for a C&S trade
show proved popular with railroaders,
and no bum steer for suppliers.

By Tom Judge, Engineering Editor

ailway Svstems Suppliers, Inc., working closely with the

railroads, pulled off 4 success far bevond the most opa

mistic projections with the Western C&S Exhibition ar

the Crown Maza Hotel in Kansas City, Mo, May 16

and 17, The exhabition was conceived by Railway

Equipment Co. President Dave Fox and ERICO, Inc.,
Sales Manager Jim Huntley, both BSSI dircctors. It was co
hosted by Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Assistant Vice
President-Signal Dennis Boll, Union Pacific Chiel Enginger
Signals Phil Abarav, and ESS1 Chairman and President and
U'nbon Switch & Signal Director- Ratlroad Sales and Costomer
servioe George Rudge,

To encoiirage amendance, railrosders wene nof charged a regis
traton fee, Sance micals were imduded, the only expenses railroad
compantes had to pick up for emplovecs were ravel and bodging,
Both BNSF and UP have large numbers of emplovees nearbwy, so
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transporation costs were low amnd lodging ooses were eliminated in
many cases. Low costs abso encouraged attendance from other
Class | railrosds a5 well as regionals, short lines, and transit agen
cies, Uhrside aomanies were discouraged, Supplers were stromgly
urged nob o entertan customers. here were no hospialiny suites,
nes oiside u.lﬁ'-ii.;l Fvents, s no SIS PROETAM,

“The very best advance turmout forecast was about 300."
said BSSI Executive Director Donald F. *Bucky™ Remaley.
“The final attendance total was about 1 400 people, of whom
.|]'||'||.|I SO0 were from r'.'|i|l'|u-:!\. 1r.||'|~.i! Jl:l:l'u':h. amd !'.-:1'.r| i
ment agencies, That’s a ratio of dmost one supplier 1o one user,
which is fmaste.™

The Western CES Exhabanmoa was just that, an exhibaon,
hll!'-l"'ﬁ{r‘]. frosmy miode ghan 100 COMTRANIcS ook baath Space in
ﬂlr Tl '|'|h.'||; WERE Ao Ty lnacal p.l.|'u;:r'\. |1rr'--,'|'||:-.'|‘|. I'|'|-,' 1lr||f.
event scheduled outside of the exhibit hall in the Crown Plaza
Hotel was the welcoming dinner on Tuesday, May 15, Kansas
ity Southern Chasrman, President, and CECY Michacl Haverty
deliwvered the 'l-.rf.'rl-::llr adidress andd \'III|HI.I|III.L|L'Ll the EFoap o
the excellent mrmout,

On Wednesday, May 16, the exhibar hall was open from 10
am. to 9 pm. The next day, the exhibits were open from &
am, to 8 p.m, Buffetr lunch and dinner were served in the
I.'I,!I.II"il !I.III .1\11|I|I1.||.' .II'II_I |1|||'|'|,| l!ll,'.lk.l".l'ﬁ:, EII'III,'.II.. .1r|-.i ||i1||'||;r
were served there Thursday, Some railroads did ke advantage
of available meetng rooms to hold monthly safety meetngs or
other gathenngs,

Many suppliers said they were happy not only with the num
ber of railroaders, bt also with the vanety, =At this mecting we
siw' not onky fop and middle level supervisors, but also the peo
ple who are regponsible for day-to-day maintenance, the ones
whoe use our products every day,” sud Wiestern-Cullen-Haves,
Ine, President Ron McBPanicl, One sopplier was todd by 2 rail
rovader thar he leamed there were four suppliers for products in
his arca that, prior to the exhibit, be did not know existed

R5S1 plans 1o repeat the no-frills exhibit formar in May 2002
in Losgisville, Ky, with C5X Transportanion and Narfolk Sourh
e, Im rthe iterims, the BSSI board and staft wall review com
ment sheets 1o consider what improvements might be made to
the format =
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