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C H I C A G O  P E R S P E C T I V E

F
or several years now, ever since the first
such event in Kansas City, I’ve been com-
menting on the RSSI’s revised exhibit
format, always in a very positive way.
Based on my informal research  and poll-

ing, this year’s gathering in Omaha, Neb., just be-
fore Memorial Day proved to be another success.   

Again this year, AREMA staged a fine technical
conference just before the RSSI exhibits began.
Last year’s initial event in Nashville, Tenn., ran
two days, but the 2005 conference was shortened
to just one. 

And what a busy day it was, packed with top
speakers offering valuable information on current
issues in c&s, as well as a Best Practices session
midday to give people a chance to see how their

peers had solved problems they face every
day. About 350 people signed up, many
more than AREMA forecast. Naturally,
with the Union Pacific headquartered a
few minutes walk away from the site of
the conference, UP folks were far and
away the largest single group, numbering
more than 80 attendees. 

From what I heard, the panel of top
c&s officers from virtually all the large
railroads once again stole the show. So
kudos to Chuck Emely, Shane Boyle and
the other folks at AREMA for staging
another top-notch technical conference. 

Opening day of the exhibits was also
very busy, with the aisles jammed with railroaders
and people in the booths rushed almost off their
feet trying to accommodate everyone. On the
second day, the crowd thinned considerably, so
exhibitors had more of a chance to catch a breather
between visitors calling at their booths.

I talked to many exhibitors at the show and
found them to be universally pleased with the RSSI
efforts. Some commented on the rush the first day
and the slowdown the next, saying they would
prefer to have had the action spread out a little bit
more. That doesn’t mean that they were dissatisfied
with the show overall.

Some suppliers told me that the traffic was a

little slow at their booths. But those who told me
that also said they were pleased because they saw
everyone they had hoped to see during the show.

And I talked to one fellow who was so happy
with the show that he wanted it extended to a total
of three  days next year.

Yes, RSSI put in a tremendous effort (Thank
you, Bucky, Sharon and company), but the real
key to the success of the show was the presence of
a large number of railroaders. BNSF and UP
signed on as co-sponsors of the show with RSSI
and their people turned out in force. As I
mentioned earlier, with UP right there in Omaha
and BNSF with a large presence just downstream
on the Missouri in Kansas City, Mo., you’d expect
large contingents from both those railroads. And
you’d be correct. They both sent large numbers of
people to the technical conference and the exhibits.
But the Eastern railroads were also well
represented, and you could find many people with
badges showing their affiliation with shortlines and
regionals and with transit agencies.

RSSI’s format makes it extremely easy for
railroaders to attend. There is no charge for
railroaders to attend the trade show. Breakfast,
lunch and dinner are served right on the exhibit
floor. With strategically located sites, you have a
large number of railroaders close enough to the
exhibit hall so that they can spend the day checking
out the booths, then go home to their own beds at
night. Let’s see, free exhibits, free food and no
hotel bill: That totals up to zero.

Railroads still have to schedule their people, still
have to make sure the thousand-and-one compli-
cated jobs carried out by c&s people every day get
completed. With suppliers reaching out by picking
up so much of the tab, railroads are responding
well by not just permitting, but actively en-
couraging their employees to attend. And that’s
what makes meetings such as this one a success.

I attend many exhibits each year, and all of you
who read my column know I'm a strong booster of
trade shows and conferences. I’m happy to report
that RSSI has come up with such a winning
formula for its exhibits.

George S. Sokulski
Associate Publisher

RSSI shines in Omaha

RTS0705 p40Chi.Persp.  6/23/05  11:00 AM  Page 40



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.33000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.33000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 10.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName <FEFF0068007400740070003a002f002f007700770077002e0063006f006c006f0072002e006f00720067ffff>
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU <FEFF>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


